l8o   REMINISCENCES OF WINFIELD S. HANCOCK.
quirements imposed, necessarily, additional labors, which were cheerfully and ably performed. General Hancock was a strict disciplinarian, untiring in his work, and demanded of his staff-officers or privates the same devotion, always recognizing their services by showing, in a cordial way, his appreciation of their efforts, and rewarding them accordingly. He was not without his faults, nor was he incapable of enmities; on the contrary, with his peculiar temperament and a frankness thoroughly characteristic, his intentions and motives were often misunderstood. When at fault himself, he quickly made amends. To his superiors he was uniformly courteous, quick to form decisions, but careful and judicious in expressing himself ; never volunteering opinion except when called upon, and then speaking with an earnestness of honest convictions, which often convinced others of the sense and justice of his views. In concluding my recollections I wish to say, that, if nothing more could be claimed for my husband than his devotion to duty and strong principles of liberty, which he had the moral courage to proclaim in face of political fanaticism, these constitute a remembrance worthy of the perfect soldier, patriot, husband and father, from the beginning of his eventful career until the hour in which he was called upon to yield up his pure soul to God, upon this occasion. Howfollowed. This last and final blow produced a fatal impress upon my husband's mind, though he endeavored to convince me, as well as himself, that he had accepted with resignation this last strange dispensation, as it appeared to him, and would chide me for not making an effort to reconcile my stricken heart to the inevitable, as her, 1876, from St. Louis.
